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IN STORY AND CAROL

'Good  K ing  W ences las  l ook '  d  ou t
On  the  f r eas t  o f  S tepben .  .  .  . "

In  a l l  probabi l i ty  you are fami l ia r  w i th  th is  o ld  Engl ish caro l .  May-
be you sang i t  dur ing the las t  Chr is tmas season.  But  i t  is  qu i te  as
probable  that  you may wonder  who may be the subject  o f  th is  quain t
song.

The beginn ings of  Chr is t ian i ty  in  Morav ia  and Bohemia are assoc-
ia ted wi th  the names of  three sa in ts :  Sts .  Cyr i l  and Nlethodius,  and
St .  iVences las.

S t .  Wences las ,  who  was  bo rn  a round  A .D .900 ,  was  t he  f i r s t  Ch r i s t -
ian ru ler  o f  Bohemia.  Wences las ascended the Bohemian throne in
921 as a  comparat ive ly  wel l -educated pr ince who read the Psalms
and the Gospels  in  Lat in ,  "as i f  he were a b ishop,  and he a lso read
Slavonic  wi th  ease."  At  th is  t ime,  a  major i ty  o f  ru lers  found i t  men-
ta l ly  exhaust ing even to  s ign the i r  names on s ta te  documents .
Contemporary  accounts  s ta te  that  "he was per fect  in  fa i th ,  fu l f i l l ing
the works o f  mercy,  feed ing and c lo th ing the poor ,  pro tect ing the wid-
ows and ch i ldren,  and f ree ing pr isoners .  He showed hospi ta l i ty  to
s t rangers  and was fu l l  o f  concern for  a l l ,  g reat  and humble a l ike,  and
cared fcr  the wei fare o f  a l l . "

S t .  W e n c e s l o s  C h o p e l

S t .  V i t u  s  C o f  h e d r o l ,  P r o g u e

Soon the count rys ide was fu l l  o f  s tor ies  about  the sa in t ly  ru ler  who,

accompanied by one or  two servants ,  would  go in to  the f ie lds  and

v ineyards to  cut  wheat  and grapes to  make the wafers  and wine

for  the Holy  Euchar is t ,  or  he would go thus to  car ry  re l ie f

to  the s ick  and needy.  Dur ing h is  re ign churches were

ordered bu i l t  in  a l l  towns and on a l l  cast les .  He adorned

and endowed them, and inv i ted pr ies ts  f rom many

western count r ies  t t to  serve day and n ight  accord-

ing to  the ord inance of  God and of  h is  servant

Wences las.  "

The v io lent  and unt imely  death o f  th is  popular

ru ler  added to  the repor ts  o f  h is  p ie ty .  He

soon became the pat ron sa in t  o f  Bohemia.

To th is  day the hear t  o f  the beaut i fu l  Goth ic

Cathedra l  o f  St .  V i tus ,  es tab l ished in  1344,

is  the Chapel  o f  Sa in t  Wences las.  The tomb

is  the or ig ina l  one made in  929,  and i t  re-
poses on the same spot  where i t  was p laced

in  the or ig ina l  ro tunda.

Af ter  the suppress ion of  the independent

na t i ona l  Chu rch  o f  Bohemia  i n  1620 ,  r e l i g i ous

refugees (Huss i tes  and Morav ians)  ar r ived in

hospi tab le  England.  They brought  wi th  them

the s tory  and legends of  St .  Wences las.
"Good  K ing  Wences las " ,  se t  t o  a  s i x teen th -

cen tu ry  a i r  by  John  Mason  Nea le  (1818 -1866 ) ,

became  a  popu la r  Eng l i sh  Ch r i s tmas  ca ro l .

(The text  is  condensed f rom an ar t ic ie  in

The  L i v i ng  Chu rch  and  p r i n ted  w i t h  t he  k i nd

pe rm iss ion  o f  t he  Ed i t o r ,  and  t ha t  o f  t he

au tho r ,  The  Rev .  En r i co  S .  Mo lna r  o f

Pasadena ,  Ca l i f o rn ia .  )
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Good King Venceslas

Wen -  ces  -  las  looked ou t
page,  and s tand by  f r€ r
f l e s h ,  a n d  b r i n g  m e  w i n e ,

E N G L I S H

I

O n  t h e  F e a s t  o f  S t e p h -  € o ,
I f  t h o u k n o w t s t  i t ,  t e l l  -  i n g ,
B r i n g  m e  p i n e  -  l o g s  h i t h  -  e r ;

W h e n  t h e  s n o w
Y o n  -  d e r  p e a s  -
T h o u  a n d  I

round a  -
w h o  i s
s e e  h i m

lay
a n t ,
w i l l

e n ;
i n g ?  "

e r . t '

b o u t ,  D e e p  a n d  c r i s p  a n d  e v  -
he? Where  and what  h - is  dwe l l

d i n e  W h e n  w e  b e a r  t h e m  t h i t h

B r i g h t  -  l y  s h o n e  t h e
t ' S i r e ,  h "  l i v e s  a
P a g e  a n d  m o n  -  a r c h ,

m o o n  t h a t  n i g h t ,

epod league hence,
f o r t h  t h e y  w e n t ,

T h o '  t h e  f r o s t  w a s  c r u
U n  -  d e r - n e a t h  t h e  m o u n
For th  they  went  to  -  ge th

e l ,
t a i n  I
e r ;

When a
R i g h t  a  -
Through the

poor man came
gainst  the for  -

rude windL wi ld

p i u  l e n t o

i n  s igh t ,  Gath- ' r ing  w in  -
e s t  f e n c e ,  B y  S a i n t  A g  -
l a  -  m e n t  A n d  t h e  b i t  -

te r  fu
nes '  foun
te  r  weat  h

G

e l  .
t a i n  I t
e r .

4 .  
" S i r e , t h e  

n i g h t  i s  d a r k e r  n o w ,
A n d  t h e  w i n d  b l o w s  s t r o n g e r l
Fa i l s  my hear t ,  I  know not  how
I  c a n  g o  n o  l o n g e r . t ,

"Mark my footsteps, my good page ;
Tread thou in  them bo ld ly :
Thou sha l t  f ind  the  w in ie r ' s  rag .e
F r e e z e  t h y  b l o o d  l e s s  c o l d l y . "

5 .  I n  h i s  m a s t e r ' s  s t e p s  h e  t r o d ,
W h e r e  t h e  s n o w  l a y  d i n t e d ;
H e a t  w a s  i n  t h e  v o r y  s o d
W h i c h  t h e  s a i n t  h a d  p r i n t e d ;
There fore ,  Chr is t ian  men,be sure ,
Weal th  o r  rank  possess ing ,
Ye who now wi l l  b less  the  poor ,
S h a l l  y o u r s e l v e s  f i n d  b l e s s i n g .


